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Delaware County Council announces  
deal to kill dam reconstruction. The waters, 
wetlands, wildlife, and woodlands of  
Glen Providence Park will be protected!

At the August 17, 2022 meeting of Delaware County Council, William Martin, 
the County Solicitor, announced that Delaware County had forged an agreement 
with Broomall’s Lake Country Club and Media Borough that delivers an historic 
victory for the conservation movement in Media.   

“This agreement constitutes a resolution of a longterm legal dispute 
between Broomall’s Lake Country Club, Media Borough, and Delaware County,” 
proclaimed Mr. Martin. 

Solicitor Martin then explained that the entire agreement contains three 
separate parts: a conservation easement purchase of four acres of the Club’s 
land, a threeparty legal stipulation resolving the issue of dam reconstruction 
and providing compensatory funds to the Club related to property damage 
caused by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s partial 
breach of the original dam in 2017, and the extension of the County’s lease 
allowing it to use the Club’s parking lot. 

More simply stated, the 11year plan to reconstruct a highhazard dam at 
Third Street in Media is dead. Broomall’s Lake Country Club will receive nearly a 
million dollars from Delaware County and Media Borough combined to conserve 
four acres of land adjacent to Glen Providence Park. The Broomall’s Run (stream) 
will be left unimpeded to flow freely into the park, as best environmental 
practice dictates for stream health.  

The agreement also establishes that “the nature of the restored passage” 
along West Third Street, e.g., building a bridge of any kind, will be determined 
by PennDOT, Media Borough, and Delaware County, with no special rights 
afforded to Broomall’s Lake Country Club. The agreement was unanimously 
approved by the five members of County Council. 

Keep Media Green’s Founders Step Down as Co-Chairs 

Terry Rumsey and Robin Lasersohn, the founders of Keep Media Green who served as the 
organization’s CoChairs since February of 2019, have resigned from their positions as the leaders 
of KMG. 

Rumsey and Lasersohn, who are partners in marriage and community organizing, have announced 
that they are stepping down to focus on local electoral politics in 2023 under the organizational 
umbrella of the “New Vision Democrats” Political Committee. 

Terry Rumsey plans to run for Media Borough Council, along with Dell Jackson and Jen Malkoun,  
in the May 2023 Democratic Primary Election (the exact date of the election has not been determined 
yet). The three incumbents on Media Borough Council who are eligible for reelection are Brian Hall, 

Paul Robinson, and Peter Williamson. 
Robin Lasersohn is serving as the Campaign Chairperson/ Manager 

of the New Vision Democrats Political Committee. 
Dennis Snyder, a Media resident and current KMG board member,  

will assume the leadership position of Interim Chairperson of Keep Media 
Green. Abbie Wysor will remain in her role as KMG Treasurer. 

“All of the members of the Board of Directors of Keep Media Green 
are saddened that Terry and Robin have stepped down, but we certainly 
understand and respect their decision,” said Dennis Snyder, the new Interim 
Chairperson. “We are grateful for their role in founding the organization, 
leading it for nearly four years, and building a group with over 1,000 
supporters that has evolved into a dynamic force for defending open space 
and the natural environment in our borough.” 

“Resigning as CoChair of Keep Media Green was like tearing out a piece my heart, but I have 
another important job to do now,” shared Robin Lasersohn. “We’ve been through so many ups and 
downs with fellow KMG supporters over the last several years. Stopping the reconstruction of 
Broomall’s Dam was my high point; watching the Grandmother Oak in the Centennial Woods get chain 
sawed down was my low point. What renewed me and kept me going were the Earth Day Clean and 
Green events, working to share and care for native plants and trees through our Green Wagon Project, 
and the communitybuilding events, such as the John McCutcheon concert, the local food potluck meal, 
and our annual Winter Solstice celebration.” 

“Keep Media Green has been an integral part of our lives for almost four years,” reflected Terry 
Rumsey. “We’ve really valued our relationships with the members of the Board of Directors, KMG’s 
core activists, and the wider circle of KMG supporters. We love being a part of Media’s wonderful  
green community. Stepping down is a tough decision, but I’ve decided that I can do more for the  
causes we care about as a member of Media Borough Council.” 

Terry Rumsey plans to run for Media Borough Council in 2023

Photo credit: Friends of Glen Providence Park

On August 18, 2022, the five attending members of Media 
Borough Council unanimously ratified the terms of the agreement 
with Delaware County and Broomall’s Lake Country Club. 

Solicitor William Martin has informed Keep Media Green that 
“documents are in place and awaiting exhibits and attachments” 
and that he anticipated there will be a final, signed agreement by 
the end of November. 

Keep Media Green will continue to monitor the situation, and 
we will report to the community when the final legal agreement is 
signed, sealed, and delivered. 

Keep Media Green and Friends of Glen Providence Park are 
planning to hold a joint celebratory party when the final legal 
agreement is executed. The party will be a tribute to the advocates 
from both organizations who worked together for 11 years to  
stop what would arguably have been the most environmentally 
destructive project ever proposed in the history of Media Borough. 

“We wish Terry and Robin well with 
their new challenge, but Keep Media 
Green is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organization,” explained Dennis Snyder, 
KMG Interim Chairperson, “So, to be 
absolutely clear, our group won’t be 
endorsing any candidates for Media 
Borough Council in 2023.” 

Dennis Snyder

Terry Rumsey and Robin Lasersohn

Dell Jackson, Jen Malkoun and Terry Rumsey
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The Board of  Keep Media Green thanks... 
Terry Rumsey & Robin Lasersohn  
for founding and leading our movement  
from 2019 t0 2022. 
 

Terry & Robin with legendary singersongwriter  
and multiinstrumentalist, John McCutcheon

Terry addresses supporters on the Walking Tour at the Strine tract on East State Street

Terry & Robin facilitate a KMG strategic planning retreat in 2020

Terry & Robin welcome the audience at the Benefit  
Concert with John McCutcheon in 2022

Robin addresses supporters  
at KMG’s Surround the  
Centennial Woods with Love rally  
at Borough Hall in  
April of 2021 
 

Terry at Surround the Centennial 
Woods with Love event

Terry & Robin lead KMG’s  
Tour of Media’s Green Spaces  
in September of 2019
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If you’ve been walking around the borough for the past six months, 
chances are you’ve encountered a Green Wagon along the sidewalk, full 
of potted plants and brochures — we hope you stopped to check it out! 
 

Keep Media Green has wrapped 
up the first year of our Green 
Wagon Project: Media Goes 
Native. This novel native tree and 
plant resource sharing program 
was conceived here in Media and 
implemented by a small KMG 
committee led by Julie Smith.  
The committee retrofitted four 
secondhand wagons with shelves KMG Green Wagon hosted by Barry Halkin on South Olive Street

Doug Tallamy with Keep Media Green Board Members Will House,  
Abby Wysor, Dennis Snyder, Doug Tallamy, Robin Lasersohn,  
Terry Rumsey, and Julie Smith 

Green  
Wagon  
Pilot Year  
Concludes

used to display written information about the ecological 
importance of native trees and plants and to make actual 
native tree seedlings and plants available for free to 
community members.  

The four Green Wagons were hosted by volunteers in 
different neighborhoods in the borough and deployed by 
their front sidewalks to draw the attention of passersby.  
The Green Wagons are like Little Free Libraries, except  
instead of book sharing, it’s native plant sharing! We estimate 
that we distributed close to 400 native plants to at least  
a 100 people between MayOctober of this year. 

Dozens of individuals donated native plants by splitting 
perennials from their own gardens or buying extra plants for 
the project when they shopped for themselves. Marcia Tate 
deserves extra recognition for sharing so many plants from 
her own beautiful garden and for carefully labeling each  
and every one of them. We also owe a special thank you to 
Redbud Native Plant Nursery for a spectacularly generous 
donation of approximately 75 native plants in October.  
This contribution helped us finish the season strong! 

The project was complemented by a Green Wagon 
Facebook group, where we shared lots of helpful native plant 
gardening and tree care information and facilitated more 
plant sharing. If you use Facebook, please consider joining. 

 
Readers of The Green 

Crier may recall that the 
Green Wagon project 
kicked off with a free 
public lecture by 
renowned entomologist 
and native plant ecologist 
and advocate, Doug 
Tallamy. Held at the 
MediaUpper Providence 
Free Library in partnership 
with the Library and 
Transition Town Media, 
Tallamy spoke to a packed 
house on May 14. His 

presentation, titled “Nature’s Best Hope,” was both sobering 
and inspiring. With amazing visuals and a light touch, he 
explained how native insects are the foundation of our 
world’s food web and that the alarming loss of native insect 
habitat could ultimately lead to a collapse of our ecosystems 
and food webs.  

But Tallamy’s remedy is relatively simple: transforming as 
much land as possible back to 80% native plants and trees. 
Tallamy advocates for public policies that protect open space 
and natural woodlands but stresses that individual property 
owners can also have a huge impact through the simple act  
of replacing invasive plants in their yards with native plants. 
 He emphasized the importance of “keystone” native plants 
and trees, which support an abundance of insect species at 
every stage of life and can help restore biodiversity. 

Check out Doug Tallamy’s project, Homegrown National 
Park (www.homegrownnationalpark.org), and if you have 
begun to prioritize native plants and trees on your property, 
“get on the map,” Tallamy’s tool for tracking the growth of  
this movement. 

KMG will spend the late fall and winter months evaluating 
the Green Wagon program and planning for the spring. We will 
definitely need lots of active volunteers to make this project 
sustainable.  

If you are interested in helping with the project, either as  
a Green Wagoneer who works to solicit, label, and distribute 
plant donations or as a Wagon host, please contact Julie Smith 
at Julie.monique.smith@gmail.com 
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Since February, I’ve had the pleasure of interning for Keep Media Green.  
As an environmental policy major who intends to work for environmental 
advocacy groups, I’m fortunate to gain invaluable experience from a welcoming 
organization making a difference in our hometown. My experience was 
highlighted by my work on our Referendum Campaign. This included 
canvassing for signatures doortodoor and on street corners, and I even got 
the opportunity to run the last several weeks of the campaign’s volunteer 
coordination. I set up several evenings when KMG volunteers would meet 
outside the Media courthouse, share materials and a short training, canvass 
for two hours, and end with a reflection on our encounters and view of 
progress as we counted together our newly signed postcards. Making a 
difference together on these evenings always left me feeling fulfilled. 

Although borough council did not authorize the referendum, I feel  
glad to have increased the size of our movement by raising community 
awareness of politicalenvironmental issues. I also helped with sponsor 
recruitment for and distribution of The Green Crier, wrote several research 
reports, attended borough and county council meetings, and much more. 
Through this experience, I became wellversed in community organizing 
strategies. I also gained understanding of local environmental policies, 
nonprofit administration, lobbying, and the weektoweek functioning of  
local government. 

Further, I discovered that I enjoy environmental policy work even more 
than I enjoy studying environmentalism. I consider myself an extrovert, and 
so the social aspect of community organizing and canvassing brings me joy. 
However, it’s not all laughs. As I revel in warm conversations and exciting 
victories, I also must push through frustration pointed at me and rejection. 
But with the help of my KMG colleagues, I learned not to take this personally 
and to counter rudeness with kindness and thanks, and then move forward. 
Today, I consider my many KMG colleagues to be dear friends. 

 Jake Lamb shares his experience 
 interning for KMG

“Through this internship, I’ve grown 
professionally and personally in strong, 
deep ways.” Jake Lamb, KMG Intern 

Through this internship, I’ve grown professionally and 
personally in strong, deep ways. This includes continuing 
 to shape my worldview. Through frequent meetings over 
lunch and tea and chatting while doing grunt work, Terry 
and Robin blessed me with an unbelievable amount of 
knowledge. This knowledge of environmentalism and  
local government in Media and countless stories from over  
50 years of Delaware County activism cemented my desire 
to help others through my work, strengthening my interest 
in environmental justice. I discovered this summer that my 
reason for being on this earth is to help others by making 
the world a better place, and that any action, no matter 
how small, can make a worthwhile difference. That purpose, 
and the joy that fulfilling it brings me, is part of what, to 
me, gives life meaning. 

With all that said, I want to end this piece with a huge 
THANKYOU to Terry, Robin, the KMG Board of Directors, 
the KMG Referendum Committee, the many KMG 
volunteers and supporters, and everyone in Media who  
I’ve spoken to during my time at KMG! 

Jake Lamb, Keep Media Green 2022 Summer Intern 

Local & Garden Food  
Potluck Supper

Keep Media Green &   
Transition Town Greater Media 
Celebrate Together Foreground: Ira Josephs (standing) chats with Barry Halkin 

at the Potluck

Lemongrass Hemp Sun Tea prepared by David 
and DeAnna Turner for the Local Foods Potluck 

Community members enjoy the August Local Foods Potluck Supper cosponsored by 
Keep Media Green and Transition Town Greater Media 
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1,101 Residents Sign Petition  
for Open Space Referendum 

1,101 residents of Media Borough — 23 percent of all eligible voters in 
the borough — signed Keep Media Green’s petition calling on Media 
Borough Council to authorize a local voter referendum on open space 
funding, in accordance with Pennsylvania law. 

However, Media Borough Council dismissed the petition and decided 
they didn’t care to hear from any voters at all on the matter. In a letter 
mailed to the signers of the petition, our Council patiently explained  
why they knew best and didn’t need to learn the opinions of the voters. 

So, we, the voters of Media, were denied an opportunity to express 
our views on open space funding when we went to the polls on Tuesday, 
November 8th. 

Here are the facts informing Borough Council’s voter negation stance. 
� In 2020/2021, the Borough of Media conducted an online public survey on Open Space, Parks, and Recreation in the borough that  
796 respondents took the time to complete. “Acquiring and protecting open space” was selected as their TOP priority.  

� On November 17, 2021, Media Borough Council responded to residents’ overwhelming support for funding open space by 
unanimously adopting an Open Space Action Plan prepared by expert consultants who recommended investing “$3 to $10 million”  
over the next three years to acquire and protect open space in Media.  

� In 2022, the first full year of the threeyear timeline for implementing the Open Space Action Plan, exactly ZERO (0.00) dollars were 
allocated or spent by Media Borough Council to acquire and protect open space in Media. 

Disappointing decision on the referendum, disappointing decision on the budget. 
 

Seven Borough Council Members Decide 
“No Vote on Open Space”

Above is an image of the petition signed by 1,101 residents  
and mailed to Borough Council members.

Help us save our trees and aquifers, 
help us keep Rose Tree Media School District elementary children 

safe from dangerous pipeline blast zones! 

SAVE EDGMONT is a community effort to protect green space and preserve Edgmont Township’s  
current zoning for residential/agricultural in the western portion of Edgmont. 

 
If Rose Tree Medial School District gets their requested zoning change,  

green space will be open to construction build out and lost forever. 
 

Tell the Rose Tree Media School District Board the proposed elementary school location in Edgmont  
on Route 352 is the WRONG location. Keep the Rose Tree Media School District children  

safe from placement of another elementary school in the pipeline blast zone. 
 

Contact at SchoolBoard@rtmsd.org 



8



9

Green Thumb UP  
To Media Borough Council for allocating an  
estimated $5,000* from the 2022 Open Space Plan 
Implementation budget to install a new pollinator 
garden on the grounds of the Media Municipal Center. 
 
Green Thumb DOWN  
To the Media Borough Council for allocating  
nearly $75,000* from the 2022 Open Space Plan 
Implementation budget for new “gray infrastructure” 
construction projects – impervious, concrete sidewalks 
and stairways – installed outdoors at the Media 
Municipal Center. Although Council will justify pouring 
the cement as a “park improvement,” it’s just another 
expensive “gray wolf in green sheep’s clothing” project 
using funding that should have been dedicated to 
acquiring and protecting open space – which is the  
TOP priority of residents. Follow the money to discover 
the values. 

Green Thumb Up & Green Thumb Down
 
Green Thumb UP   
To the Media Bee City committee for their role in 
installing the new pollinator garden on the grounds of 
the Media Municipal Center and for educating borough 
residents about the critical role that bees and other 
pollinators play in the circle of life. 
 
Green Thumb DOWN   
To Media Borough Council for investing ZERO dollars 
 to acquire unprotected open space in Media Borough 
in 2022. Our Open Space Plan, which was unanimously 
adopted by Borough Council in late 2021, calls for 
investing “3 to 10 million dollars” in acquiring open 
space in a threeyear period that began in 2022 and 
ends in 2024. Council did nothing in Year One. Keep 
your eye on the 2023 budget. 
 

* Cost estimates supplied by the Chairperson of Media Borough’s Properties/Public Works Committee
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Family Picture Book  
Reading Suggestions: 
Fall Leaves  
by Lois Ehlerts 

In November  
byCynthia Rylant 

Leaf Man  
by Loretta Holland 
 
 

KID’s
CORNER

Activities ideas for Fall: 

Gather some leaves and acorns and sticks. Can 
you make them into a person? How about a dog? 
A fish? Use your imagination and make all sorts of 
pictures using the leaves. 

Rake a nice big pile of leaves and do some good 
jumping into the leaf pile! 

Go on a Fall Color Nature Walk and see if you can 
find every color in the rainbow as you observe 
leaves, flowers, and berries. 

How tohelp
our wild friends
through winter:
Leave the leaves in your yard. If you can’t leave 
them where they fell, help your grownups rake 
them to a special designated wild area in your 
yard or into your garden or flower beds. 

Make a nice pile of branches and trimmings for 
animals to have a sheltered place. 

Fall is a wonderful time for planting! Ask your 
grownup(s) if you can plant a native tree or shrub 
so you can watch it grow and see wild friends visit.

Fall in Love
with Fall 
 
As the breeze blows and the leaves flit and flutter as they dance 
from their trees to the ground, there is so much fun to be had 
during this season and so many new discoveries to be made. Have 
you ever stopped to watch a single leaf fall? 

It seems every leaf has its own special dance. Some like to move 
quickly to reach the ground, while others really take their time and 
enjoy their new found freedom as they meander to the ground 
below. 

All of the treasures falling to the ground can be so much fun  
to collect and inspect (please make sure you are in an area where 
you are allowed to collect). As you search the ground for treasures, 
look around to see who else might be enjoying all that the plants  
are offering. You may see a squirrel or two running with an acorn or 
walnut in their mouth, hear the highpitched squeak of a chipmunk 
sneaking some seeds, or see a bird land on a bush for a berry. See 
how many different shapes and colors of leaves you can collect. See 
how many different types of acorns, walnuts, or other tree nuts you 
can find. 

As you are outside enjoying these cool days, 
 think about how all of the animals and plants are 
preparing for the cold. Did you know many insects 
and other little critters use the leaves like a blanket  
to stay warm and cozy? Some butterfly and moth 
caterpillars even make their chrysalis and cocoons  
in the leaves, all curled up for the winter. It not only 
keeps them warm but camouflages them to keep 
them safe until they wake up as butterflies and moths 
in the spring. If you’re lucky enough to have a nice  
big leaf pile to play in, jump in and pretend you 
are a caterpillar getting warm and cozy in the leaves  
to wait out the cold winter. The leaves sure are a nice 
cozy spot to spend a winter in (and they smell so  
nice, too)!  

It sure is a neat time of year when so much is 
happening outside our doors. Make sure you spend 
some time enjoying it! 
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We are a group of mothers, community members,  
and Pennsylvania citizens concerned about  

the Mariner East Pipeline project.  
We are committed to take bold action to stop  

this threat to our communities. 
 

Please join the Mama Bears and Keep Media Green  
in asking Media Borough Council to redirect  

the entire monetary gift accepted  
from Sunoco ET to the Clean Air Council  

for ongoing pipeline safety  
and pollution prevention work. 

 
Contact Media Borough at comments@mediaborough.com

Support  
Environmental Protection  

over Corporate Profit
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“Where bagels are made daily the traditional way." 
Family-owned and operated since 1993. 

 
15 South Olive St., Media, PA 

 
We support Keep Media Green 

in their fight to protect and defend green space  
in Media Borough.
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Tshirts 
$25 each 
$20 children’s sizes

Water Bottles 
$30

Reusable  
Bags $10 

KMG heavyweight hooded 
sweatshirts are perfect  
for cool weather and make  
a great holiday gift!  
Order one today! 

info@keepmediagreen.org 
www.keepmediagreen.org 

www.facebook.com/KeepMediaGreen 

FREE Reusable Bag with any purchase

Sweatshirt $40

Help spread our message! 
 
 

Our Mission 

The mission of Keep Media Green is to protect and defend open green space  
and the natural environment in Media, Pennsylvania. 

 


