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The Green Crier

Media Borough Council has refused to give Media’s voters a voice in whether or not to invest our 
own tax dollars for acquiring and protecting the last remaining 23 acres of open space in Media. 

At the January 6, 2022 Media Borough Council Workshop Meeting, Council President Brian Hall 
and Councilperson Peter Williamson, Chair of the Finance Committee, took the lead in rejecting  
a proposal from Keep Media Green to conduct a local voter referendum on open space funding  
for the November 8, 2022 general election. 

KMG asked Council to let voters decide if we want to approve – or reject – a plan for the  
Borough to borrow $3 to $10 million to acquire and protect open space in our community, an 
amount consistent with the recommendation of the official Open Space Action Plan adopted  
by Borough Council on November 18, 2021. 

Not a single Council member expressed support for conducting a voter referendum on open 
space funding in 2022, and yet no Council member could or would explain how they planned to  
fund implementation of their own Open Space Action Plan.  

Is the idea of a voter referendum on open space just a crazy, radical idea concocted by  
Keep Media Green? 

Actually, voter referendums are as American as apple pie and have been employed to empower 
voters in the United States since the origins of our nation. The roots of voter referendums go back  
to 17th century New England when voters attending town hall meetings came together to ratify  
or reject laws and amendments proposed by their elected officials.  

Over the last 35 years, voter referendums have emerged as an effective – and popular – 
mechanism to fund open space conservation projects at the local level in communities across  
the United States. Since 1987, voters in 2,624 U.S. municipalities have conducted local open  
space referendums, including in Pennsylvania and right here in Delaware County.  

Since 1996, voters in 121 Pennsylvania communities have voted to approve nearly $820 million 
for open space, parks, watersheds, recreation areas, and wildlife preserves. 

Keep Media Green believes that Media should be the next Pennsylvania community in which 
voters are empowered to decide if we want to make a generational investment in saving our last  
23 acres of unprotected open space. 

If you are a registered voter in Media, ask yourself this question: Why is Media Borough Council 
against conducting a voter referendum on open space funding? 

Could it be that our elected officials are afraid that Media’s voters will APPROVE borrowing 
millions of dollars for open space acquisition, and then our local public government will have to 
honor a voter mandate to compete with private, profit‐driven developers for purchasing precious 
land in Media? 

Whatever excuses that Council conjures up for disempowering voters, Keep Media Green intends 
to go directly to the voters of Media over the next several months to educate them about the voter 
referendum on open space and to activate them as advocates for conducting a voter referendum  
on open space in Media in 2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REJECTS VOTER REFERENDUM 

ON OPEN SPACE FUNDING 

Keep Media Green  
 Launches  

Let us Vote on  
Open Space Campaign 

To the Voters  
of Media, 
Over the next several months, some  
of your neighbors who are supporters  
of Keep Media Green will be knocking  
on your door to inform you about our 
proposal for a voter referendum on  
open space funding in Media and to  
ask you to take three simple actions. 

Action1 
Sign your name and write a brief  
message on a postcard that will  
be mailed to Media Borough Council 
President Brian Hall and other members 
of Borough Council urging them to 
approve an ordinance to conduct  
a voter referendum in Media for the 
November 8, 2022 election. 

Action2 
Accept and plant a lawn sign  
in your front yard with the message, 
“Let Us Vote on Open Space.” 

Action3 
Sign up to volunteer and/or stay  
informed about the KMG “Let Us Vote  
on Open Space” Campaign. 
 

To get involved, visit www.keepmediagreen.org 
Or email info@keepmediagreen.org 

Or call 484.326.1370 
 

MEDIA 
BOROUGH 
COUNCIL 

Let Us Vote  
On Open  

Space!
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Keep Media Green has  
engaged Doug Tallamy, 
influential conservationist, 
wildlife ecologist, and  
professor of entomology  
at the University of Delaware,  
to present an in‐person, public 
lecture in Media on Saturday, 
May 14 from 2:00 – 3:30 PM.  
The event is co‐sponsored by 
Keep Media Green, Transition 
Town Media, the Media‐Upper 
Providence Free Library, and 
Terra Donna Gardens.

Doug Tallamy Coming to Media
Demand for this event is likely to exceed capacity.  
To inquire whether registration is still open at the time  
of this reading, email: info@keepmediagreen.org. 
  
Doug Tallamy is the author of multiple, best‐selling  
books on the importance of native trees and plants  
and the co‐founder of Homegrown National Park, a 
nationwide “grassroots call‐to‐action to regenerate 
biodiversity and ecosystem function by planting native 
plants and creating new ecological networks.” 

We invited Doug to Media to address Keep Media 
Green supporters, allies, and the broader public about 
citizen action to protect and restore our urban forest 
through public policy reform and independent 
community initiative. Doug Tallamy 

Lecture 

Saturday 
May 14, 2022 
2:00 – 3:30 PM 
 

Bringing Nature Home — Growing a Greener World!

You can read more about Doug and his work in this blog post by our sibling 
organization, Transition Town Media: https://tinyurl.com/TTM‐Tallamy



3

The BLCC Board’s Facebook post read: "In regards to Lemon Street, 
the information put out to the public [by Keep Media Green] is 
correct. We did make a deal to sell the land along Lemon Street to  
a developer. This sale was voted on and approved by the voting  
family members and the board of directors [of the Country Club]..." 

This alarming admission from the BLCC Board of Directors 
provided official confirmation of information that Keep Media Green 
had received through an Open Records Request to Media Borough 
and from other reliable sources. 

The 13.8‐acre Broomall’s tract is the largest undeveloped, 
unprotected tract of open space remaining in Media. Together with 
the adjacent 33‐acre Glen Providence Park, these two tracts of land 
form a 46.8‐acre green belt on Media’s western border. 

The Broomall’s Run (stream) flows through the green belt into  
the Ridley Creek, which flows into the Delaware River and then into 
the Atlantic Ocean. Any development on the steep, wooded slopes 
along Lemon Street will pose a direct risk to the health of our waters. 

Most of the wildlife remaining in Media lives in the meadows, 
waters, and woods of Media’s 46.8‐acre green belt. 

While our Delaware County Council has taken proactive steps  
to attempt to conserve the approximately four acres of BLCC’s land 

bordering Glen Providence Park and W. Third Street, the other  
9.8 acres of the Broomall’s tract are at grave risk.  

The sad fact is that Media Borough Council is directly responsible 
for this threat to our land, stream, and wildlife that will degrade 
Media’s western neighborhoods and the entire town. 

In January of 2019, the Borough Council voted unanimously  
to rezone the Country Club’s land from Recreational (Municipal, 
Educational, Recreational, & Community – MERC) to Residential  
(R‐2, R‐3), which opened the door to this housing development  
on the tract.  

Even after 550 residents of Media signed a petition requesting  
that the Borough Council rezone the Broomall’s tract back to 
Recreational, the Council refused and has done nothing to protect 
these 13.8 acres of open space from a housing development. 

Fortunately, at this point, there has been no official development 
plan submitted to Media Borough, so the proposed development 
project is at the very beginning of the approval process. There is  
still time to STOP the destruction of the natural environment, the 
degradation of the neighborhood, and the cannibalization of BLCC’s 
own beautiful property. 
 

Media’s Green Belt Threatened by Housing Development 
Development Deal Cut for Country Club’s Land “Along Lemon Street” 

EARTH DAY 

2022 
Saturday, April 23 
10:00 AM ‐ 1:00 PM 

Earth Day Clean & Green  
Work Party in Media 

Join fellow KMG volunteers for the Third 
Annual Earth Day Clean & Green Work Party 
in Media. KMG volunteers will be assigned  
to clean & green lots, parks, and streets in  
the borough and in some county parks that 
are beloved by Media residents.  

To sign up for the work party, email: 
info@keepmediagreen.org.

“If you didn’t get dirty on Earth Day, you missed the point.” 
 ‐Anonymous volunteer on first Earth Day, April 22, 1970

On February 15, 2022, the Board of Directors of Broomall’s Lake Country Club (BLCC) 
posted a statement on Facebook confirming that the Country Club had sold its land 
“along the length of Lemon Street” to a housing developer.

To get involved in the campaign to protect the Green Belt: Email: info@keepmediagreen.org or call 484.326.1370.
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Protect 
 the Trees

Media lost yet another small stand of woods in a neighborhood this past February 
when men with chainsaws and heavy equipment from the Carney Tree Service  
clear‐cut a formerly wooded lot on the north side of West 5th Street between 
Lemon and Orange Streets. They took down an approximately 100‐year‐old Oak tree 
and at least 10 other healthy, mature trees. There was a single dead tree on the 
property.The tress were living on private land owned by Bonaventure Builders, Inc.  
of Media, PA.  

Jim Jeffery, the Media Borough Code Enforcer, responded to an inquiry from 
Keep Media Green about the tree slaughter by writing the following statement: 
“Tree removal upon a single‐family lot would be a private property right. Property 
owners would not have any obligation/responsibility for neighborhood notification 
or notification to the Borough… Assessments of the health of the trees is not 
required.” 

To be fair to Mr. Jeffry, a Code Enforcer can't enforce a code that does not exist.  
In Media, Pennsylvania, a private property owner can cut down any tree, regardless 
of its ecological value, without permit, regulation, safety standards, or any oversight 
whatsoever. The Borough of Media also provides ZERO incentives for maintaining 
and retaining mature trees on private property. Media Borough's tree ordinance is 
completely inadequate and is about 30 years behind the times of other tree‐friendly 
municipalities in Pennsylvania and throughout the United States. 

Most Americans don’t realize that 49 percent of all U.S. woodlands are privately 
owned, and more than half of that acreage is on tracts of ten acres or less. Given 
that 141 million acres of woodlands are situated in the urban forests of our U.S. 
towns and cities – nearly as many acres as in our national forest system – it is 
imperative that municipal governments develop comprehensive plans to protect 
and grow the urban forest under their care, including trees and woods living on 
private property. 

Keep Media Green believes that it’s time for Media to completely revamp  
our Tree Ordinance and to enact laws that protect trees on private property and, 
simultaneously, create incentives for private property owners to care for their trees 
and opt to save them rather than slay them, whenever feasible. 

Protecting Trees  
on Private Property in Media 

What does a model  
Tree Ordinance look like? 

Balancing Property Rights with Community and Environmental Rights

“Freedom and property rights are inseparable. You can’t have one without the other.” 
George Washington, First President of the United States of America 

“What is this you call property? The woods, the streams, everything on it belongs to 
everybody and is for the use of all. How can one man say it belongs only to him?” 
Massasoit, Leader of the Wampanoag Confederacy

Articulates a comprehensive plan for protecting 
and growing a town’s urban forest, including a plan 
for planting and protecting trees living in public 
parks and on public lands, on public rights‐of‐way, 
and on private property. 

Conserves  ecologically valuable trees, tree 
canopy, or trees with historic significance on public 
and private property. 

Grants equal value to the needs of the living 
green infrastructure when in conflict with the needs 
of the human‐built infrastructure (e.g. electrical 
wires, sewer and water lines, sidewalks, etc.). 

Focuses on urban forest planning and proactive 
tree maintenance to prevent safety threats posed 
by trees rather than defaulting to tree removal  
on the back end of a conflict between a tree’s life  
and human safety. 

Recognizes the need for a full‐time urban 
forester to manage a town’s living green 
infrastructure. 

Empowers the town’s Tree Commission to 
submit meaningful budgets to the governing Council 
for the short‐ and long‐term sustainability of the 
town’s urban forest. 
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MEDIA
Goes Native

Green Wagon Project

Sponsored by
Keep Media Green

Inspired by the Little Free Library movement, the Keep Media Green Canopy 
Committee is developing the Green Wagon Project: Media Goes Native. 

The goal of the project is to educate the Media community about the value of native 
gardens and landscapes and to share resources that will inspire and facilitate native 
gardening/landscaping in people’s yards. 

We are renovating and retrofitting second‐hand wagons, developing and curating 
written resources, and designing a program to share native plants and tree seedlings, 
attractive children's activities, and just fun nature stuff – all free for pedestrian passers‐by. 

If you are interested in hosting a Green Wagon next to the sidewalk on your property 
in the Borough, please contact us: info@keepmediagreen.org or 484‐326‐9739. 

We are also developing a Green Wagon webpage on the KMG site with the same 
informational resources placed in the wagons. And if you use Facebook, please join our 
Green Wagon group and interact with other Media residents who want to ask questions, 
share ideas, and learn how we can all be better stewards of our urban forest here in Media. 

The Green Wagon Project is complementary to Transition Town Media’s new 
Biodiversity Group, which shares our goal of supporting residents in nativizing their yards. 
We are coordinating our efforts in order to share resources and join forces. Keep your 
eye out for joint invitations to take a tour of native gardens in the Borough and learn 
more from experienced native gardeners/landscapers.

What are the benefits of native plant gardens and landscapes? 
There are three main benefits to native plant gardens and landscapes: 

Ecology 
The use of native plants is essential in the preservation and restoration of our local ecosystem. Native plants feed our local 
pollinators (e.g. bees, butterflies). They in turn support our food supply and the food supply of our local wildlife, e.g. birds  
and small mammals. 

Simplicity 
Because native plants and trees have adapted to local weather and soil conditions, they require less maintenance, less water, 
and no fertilizers or pesticides. Native plant gardens are easier to take care of! 

Beauty 
Native plant gardens are beautiful! There is a tremendous variety of gorgeous native trees, shrubs, ground cover plants, and 
flowers that come in all shapes, sizes, and colors and are suitable for all conditions, e.g. sun, shade, etc. in this area.

We support  
Keep Media Green 

 
Rose Tree Dental Group 

Andrew M. Rosen, DMD 
Andrew L. Lieberman, DMD 
1245 North Providence Road 

Media, PA 19063 
610.565.5077 

www.rosetreedental.com 
 

Rose Tree Kids 
1245 North Providence Road 

Media, PA 19063 
610.892.3825 

www.rosetreedental.com 
Alexandra Hochster-Korman, DMD 

www.rosetreekids.com 
 

A kids dental office offering one-on-one 
treatment for age-one first visits, cleanings, 

dental exams, filling, and sedation. 
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Green Thumb UP  
To the Friends of Glen Providence Park for cleaning, 
greening, and convening volunteers on a weekly basis – 
for over a decade  – to help care for Media’s largest and 
most beloved park . 
 
Green Thumb DOWN  
To the Delaware County Solid Waste Authority  
for negotiating a preliminary agreement with the 
Covanta Waste Management Company to burn 
Delaware County’s trash – including our trash from  
here in Media – at the Covanta incinerator located in 
Chester. This is what environmental racism looks like! 
Ban the Burn. 
 
Green Thumb UP   
To the Media Environmental Advisory Council (EAC)  
for taking the lead in advocating for a plastic bag ban  
in Media Borough. 
 
Green Thumb DOWN   
To Media Borough Council for voting unanimously to 
accept a check for $36,710.57 from Sunoco, LLP after 
the multi‐national energy company had illegally 
trespassed on Borough‐owned property in Middletown 
to construct a leg of the dangerous, damaging, and  
dirty Mariner East 2 natural gas pipeline. Sunoco paid  
a bribe to our Council that was accepted in the name  
of “fiduciary responsibility” but is better categorized 
as “moral bankruptcy.”  

Green Thumb Up & Green Thumb Down

Friends of Glen Providence Park Conservation Crew

Keep Media Green Releases “Where the Woods Were” 
A short film about the destruction of the Centennial Woods
Several hundred Media residents participated in the 
movement to “Save the Centennial Woods” and defend  
a Grandmother Oak that had thrived for more than  
a century at 6th Street and Centennial Avenue before  
being cut down with her sister trees to make way for  
four luxury houses.  

 
Keep Media Green guesses that another thousand or so Media residents  
read about the controversy or heard about it from neighbors. 

However, we doubt that more than a few dozen Media residents – most  
of them living immediately adjacent to or across from the woods – actually 
experienced the eight full days of ear‐shattering noise from chainsaws and 
woodchippers, the jarring crashing of tree limbs, the shocking transformation  
of a green oasis into a barren desert, and the raising of McMansions that  
now dominate the skyline in this formerly green neighborhood. 

That’s why Keep Media Green decided to engage Shannon Robards,  
a filmmaker and visual storyteller who has worked with documentarian  
Ken Burns, to make a film about the life and death of the 1.1‐acre Centennial 
Woods. Shannon, who is an environmentalist with roots in Media, captured the 
beauty of the former Centennial Woods, the vitality of the grassroots movement 
that tried save them, the brutality of their destruction, and the spirit of hope for 
saving the last remaining 23 acres of open space in our town that is shared by  
the 600 members of Keep Media Green. 

KMG felt that it was important for as many people in Media as possible  
to watch a film that helps them to see, hear, and feel the reality of the 
heartrending loss of this small, neighborhood woods. 

KMG also wanted residents to understand that the 
destruction of the Centennial Woods was NOT a natural 
disaster; it was a calculated decision made by five of seven 
Borough Council members who voted for the development 
project and refused to invest in purchasing and conserving 
the land. 

In 3.5 minutes, “Where the Woods Were” tells a story  
that the residents of Media need to know if we are going to 
save our last 23 acres of open space for our children and 
grandchildren. 
 

Visit www.keepmediagreen.org to view “Where the Woods Were.”
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Some politicians want  
Keep Media Green  
To “Take A Hike”  
— So We Did  
Sixty Woods Folk  
hike through  
Don Guanella Forest

On Saturday, April 2nd, sixty Keep Media Green 
supporters disappeared into the woods for  
a two‐hour guided hike through the 180‐acre  
Don Guanella forest in Marple Township, 
Delaware County. 

The group hike was led by Ken Hemphill,  
the legendary Delco conservationist and 
Communications Director for Save Marple 
Greenspace. Ken, who has spent countless  
hours blazing and exploring the trails of  
the Don Guanella Forest, shepherded hikers 
across streams, up and down hilly paths,  
through a section of old growth forest, and  
back to the trailhead entrance at the gateway  
to the forest on Reed Road in Marple Township. 

Before the start of the hike, Ken educated  
the gathered hikers about the six‐year struggle 
to save the forest from commercial and housing 
developers. Save Marple Greenspace and the 
Whetsone Coalition, supported by other 
environment groups, including Keep Media 

Green, conducted a grassroots organizing and 
legal defense campaign to stave off the developers 
and protect this ecological jewel. 

The forest, and another 43 acres of open  
space on the former campus of the Don Guanella 
School, was saved from the backhoes, bulldozers, 
and chainsaws when our Delaware County  
Council used its municipal authority to take the 
land by eminent domain. The previous owners  
will be paid fair market value, and the people of 
Delaware County will benefit from a generational 
capital investment in green infrastructure. 

The 213 acres is now Delaware County’s 
largest park, which will enrich the lives of more 
than a half a million Delco residents. 

Keep Media Green’s nature lovers were  
thrilled to get deep into the Don Guanella Forest 
as a way of thanking the woods for working 24‐7 
to clean our air, purify our water, provide habitat 
for diverse wildlife, and invite outdoor recreation 
and spiritual respite to humans of all ages.
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Is Nature A Place to Go? 
 
We have all seen those gorgeous natural places on screen or pictures, or perhaps you 
are lucky enough to have visited one. The Rainforests, the African plains, the Arctic 
tundra, the Grasslands, the Mountains – they all hold so many beautiful and different 
creatures who work together in an ecosystem (all the living and non‐living things that 
work together in an area). You may also take local trips to one of our parks to take a 
walk on a trail and see some cool creatures and check out how nature works there.  
But – have you ever thought about how AMAZING the life right outside your own door 
is?  Nature is a step away and there’s no need to go anywhere to observe and 
appreciate it! 

So what is nature anyway?  Nature is everything in our world that is not made  
by people. This includes trees, flowers, worms, beetles, foxes, skunks, owls, streams, 
the weather, rocks… and US!  The list goes on and on!  The neatest part of nature is 
how well all the pieces can work together – even in the smallest spaces. If you take a 
moment and sit down somewhere outside, whether it’s your step or a picnic table  
or on the sidewalk, and if you open your eyes and ears, you’ll be amazed what is 
happening right before you. One day, two weeks, ago a flock of birds landed behind 
our house. I sat and watched out the back window as a beautiful fox stepped out of 
the brush and walked cautiously, looking up at the birds in the trees.       

For nature to do its important work, non‐manmade areas need to exist. Even in a 
town, having open and green spaces where insects (who Naturalist E. O. Wilson called 
“the little things that run the world”) and the rest of nature can thrive is so important. 
Imagine playing the game “Lava” where you can’t touch the ground. Now imagine our 
birds and insects are also playing that game, but they are doing it to find food and 
shelter. The game is harder and harder to play the farther your “safe spots” are spread 
out, right?  Well, the same goes for nature right outside our door. We need safe places 
close enough together so that nature doesn’t lose the game, and we all can help do 
that!  Nature is right here, right now! 

Recommended Reading: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Family Picture Books: 
Your Are Never Alone  
by Elin Kelsey 

Finding Wild  
by Megan Wagner Lloyd 

The Nest That Wren Built  
by Randi Sonenshine 

Trout Are Made Of Trees  
by April Pulley Sayre 
 
Books To Help Grownups: 
Backpack Explorer: On The  
Nature Trail: What Will You Find? 
by Editors of Storey Publishing 

Nature’s Best Hope  
by Douglas W. Tallamy 
 

KID’s
CORNER

“Where bagels are made daily the traditional way." 
Family-owned and operated since 1993. 

 
15 South Olive St., Media, PA 

 
We support Keep Media Green 

in their fight to protect and defend green space  
in Media Borough.

Activities to observe and appreciate   
nature right outside your door: 

Find an anthill outside. Sit near enough 
to watch them without disturbing 
them. What are the ants doing?  
Where do they seem to be going?  
How do they behave around  
each other? 

Look for birds outside your 
window. Are they on the  
ground? In a tree or a bush? 
Are they looking for food?  
Finding things to build a nest? 

Watch a flower. Who visits the flower?  
What are the visitors doing? 

Are you lucky enough to have a patch of trees in    
your yard or neighborhood? Sit and watch and listen.  
Who do you hear? Who is walking or flying through? What are they doing? 
 

How CanWe
HelpNature
Encourage family and friends to avoid  
the use of pesticides and rodenticides  
(remember – we’re all connected). 

Recycle and clean up litter. 

Plant native plants (plants that are part of  
our natural ecosystem) and shrink your lawn. 

Appreciate the green and open space in  
your community and share your enthusiasm  
with your family and friends.
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Our Mission 

The mission of Keep Media Green is to protect and defend open green space  
and the natural environment in Media, Pennsylvania. 

 
Our Vision 

Our vision is a community where public and private policies work to protect and preserve  
open green space for current and future generations. 

T‐shirts 
$25 each 

$20 children’s sizes

Water  
Bottles 
$30

Reusable  
Bags $20 
NOW $10

Yard Signs FREE

KMG heavyweight hooded 
sweatshirts are perfect  
for cool weather and  
make a great holiday gift!  
Order one today! 

Sweatshirt $40

Email info@keepmediagreen.org to order.

Drawing by Annie Smith (age 6) who lives on North Olive Street.

Keep Media Green Board of Directors
info@keepmediagreen.org 
www.keepmediagreen.org 
www.facebook.com/KeepMediaGreen 
484.326.1370

Terry Rumsey and Robin Lasersohn, Co‐Chairs Abbie Wysor, Treasurer

Julie Smith Dennis Snyder Will House

Help spread our       message! 
 
 

SALE on  
Reusable Bags


