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According to the Ecological Society of America, the definition of  
the word “ecology” is “the study of the relationships between living 
organisms, including humans, and their physical environment; it seeks  
to understand the vital connections between plants and animals and  
the world around them.” 

Given that the mission of Keep Media Green is “to protect and 
defend open, green space and the natural environment in Media, PA,” 
we believe that our organization is an integral part of the both the 
social and natural ecology of the borough of Media. 

We live in an era when humans are slowly — hopefully not too slowly — awakening to the self‐destructive 
impact of human‐driven manipulation of the natural world. We live in an era when news of catastrophic 
droughts, fires, floods, hurricanes, tornados, and pandemics dominates our electronic newsfeeds and our 
newspaper headlines. The scientific community is practically unanimous in warning our political leaders that 
humans must change our relationship with the natural world, or the natural consequences of climate change 
will wreak havoc on the global human community. 

But what does planetary ecology and global climate change have to do with the little borough of Media, 
Pennsylvania? 

Surely, the burden of responsibility for saving the planet lies with humanity’s leaders in Beijing, Brussels, 
Washington and other seats of power, where intelligent, important men and women gather to discuss our 
plight, write press releases, and hammer out agreements and treaties. 

If you believe that responsibility for saving humanity from catastrophic climate change should be borne 
exclusively by a handful of world leaders meeting in far off places, we ask you to reconsider and to ponder 
your own burden of responsibility as a creative, dynamic human being. 

Keep Media Green was founded on the theorem that “thinking globally, acting locally” is the surest pathway 
to reversing how humans view and interact with our life‐sustaining natural environment. If every village in the 
world embraced the ethics of ecology and sustainability and prioritized those values over private profiteering, 
we believe the human community would experience a global shift in values that could actually save the world. 
Then, the treaties written in Geneva would be more than a wish, they would embody the will of the global 
village. 

Keep Media Green believes that we, the human residents of Media, need to take responsibility  
for our relationship with the waters, woodlands, and wildlife in this little patch of 487 acres of land. 

At times in 2021, Keep Media Green clashed with our elected officials and with developers who hold  
a very different view of the value of our land and a distinctly different vision for the future of our community. 
The engagement between people with competing values and vision is the nature of social ecology. 

The following pages present a short story of the losses, victories, and community building and joy that 
shaped Keep Media Green in 2021. We invite you to learn from the reporting and to join us in 2022 as  
we continue to defend open, green space and the natural environment on our little patch of earth. 
 
Terry Rumsay and Robin Lasersohn, Founders and Co‐Chairs, Keep Media Green 

 

Terry Rumsay  
and Robin Lasersohn

Message from Co-Chairs 

Terry Rumsay Robin Lasersohn 
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KMG immediately produced and disseminated a 
statement proclaiming that we supported the County 
Council’s bold action  

The leadership of Broomall’s Lake Country Club’s quickly 
recognized that the power dynamics had shifted and 
requested negotiations with the County Council. The 
County Council agreed and postponed a final vote on the 
ordinance to take the Club’s property by eminent domain. 

On December 14, 2021, Delaware County Councilwoman 
Elaine Schaefer announced at a County Council meeting 
that the County and Broomall’s Lake Country Club had 
signed a letter of intent. Councilwoman Schaefer explained 
that the preliminary agreement “will solve a decades‐long 
quandary. It preserves the land, prevents reconstruction of 
the dam, ends the litigation, and sets forth the conditions 
for finally reconnecting the two communities [Media 
Borough & Upper Providence].” 

KMG responded by announcing that we will support a 
negotiated settlement that dissolves the 2011 legal 
Stipulation requiring the reconstruction of a high hazard 
dam at Third Street in Media and also supports the 
County’s purchase of a conservation easement from the 
Club that prevents development on land immediately 
bordering the park. 

After more than a decade of tireless efforts by 
conservationists, our community is on the verge of 
achieving a dramatic grassroots organizing victory that will 
save Glen Providence Park. Still, KMG understands that a 
letter of intent is not a final, binding legal agreement. We 
pledge to closely track progress toward a final, binding 
settlement that will, once and for all, ensure that a high 
hazard dam will never be built at the foot of Glen 
Providence Park. 

Stopping the Reconstruction of Broomall’s Lake Dam 

When Keep Media Green was founded in 2018, one of our 
new group’s top priorities was stopping the reconstruction 
of the high hazard Broomall’s Dam at Third Street in Media 
and saving Glen Providence Park from the proposed dam’s 
destructive environmental impact. 

Many of KMG’s members had worked against dam 
reconstruction since 2011 through the Advocacy Committee 
of the Friends of Glen Providence Park. From 2018‐2021, 
while continuing to collaborate with the Friends of Glen 
Providence Park, KMG took the lead in lobbying borough, 
county, and state officials to take action to stop the $4 
million taxpayer‐funded project. KMG also conducted 
educational seminars for the public and published and 
disseminated printed materials that questioned why 
taxpayers should foot the bill to restore a private lake for a 
private country club while damaging wetlands, wildlife 
habitat, and woodlands in a public park. 

In January of 2021, the Borough of Media released the 
results of an online public opinion survey about Open 
Space, Parks, and Recreation in Media. KMG’s anti‐dam 
advocacy and education campaign paid off when nearly 90 
percent of survey respondents indicated that they opposed 
reconstructing a dam at Third Street. 

In October of 2021, Delaware County Council radically 
changed the paradigm of the dam reconstruction project 
with an announcement that they planned to use their 
lawful municipal authority to take 4.7 acres of the 
Broomall’s Lake Country Club’s property by eminent 
domain. By taking action to seize the land where the dam 
would be built, the County Council strengthened its legal 
and tactical advantage for stopping reconstruction of the 
dam. 
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down a Grandmother oak tree that was estimated to 
be 125 years old. For nearly two weeks, the jarring 
sound of chain saws whining and tree limbs crashing 
rattled the neighborhood for eight hours per day. 
When the chainsaws finally fell silent, the land where 
the Centennial Woods had stood for generations had 
been transformed into a barren wasteland. 

On November 21, 2021, a contingent of neighbors 
and KMG supporters from across our town gathered 
on West 6th Street to mourn the loss of the 
Centennial Woods and to rededicate ourselves to 
defending the estimated 23 acres of unprotected 
green, open space left in Media Borough. 

The destruction of the Centennial Woods was a 
disheartening loss for KMG and the local conservation 
movement. We are still a bit stunned that OUR 
elected officials opted to protect a developer’s profits 
and prioritize tax revenue rather than preserving a 
life‐sustaining green infrastructure. While we are still 
feeling the pain of the premature death of the 
Grandmother oak and dozens of other trees, we feel 
proud of the nonviolent eco‐warriors who waged a 
passionate, people‐powered battle to Save the 
Centennial Woods. 

While we were thrilled by the progress made toward 
stopping the reconstruction of Broomall’s Dam in 
2021, Keep Media Green supporters also experienced 
heartbreak when our campaign to save the Centennial 
Woods ended in failure and the destruction of one  
of few remaining stands of woods in Media. 

The Centennial Woods were once a 1.1‐acre tract  
of mature trees located between 6th Street and 
Centennial Avenue in Media. When KMG learned  
in January of 2021 that B&G Properties LLC had 
acquired the land and planned to chainsaw down 
dozens of trees in order to build four luxury houses, 
we organized a campaign to “Save the Centennial 
Woods.” Neighbors who lived in the immediate 
vicinity of the woods met with Borough Council 
members, pleading with them to purchase the land 
and designate the Centennial Woods as a nature 
preserve. KMG presented a financing plan to Council 
that would have covered all or most of the purchase 
price.  

Over the next six months, several hundred Media 
residents packed public meetings, participated in 
walks and rallies, and contacted Borough Council 
members to urge our elected officials to invest in 
purchasing and protecting the Centennial Woods. 

Although B&G Properties LLC offered to sell the 
property, Borough Council declined to make the 
investment, citing other budgetary priorities. On June 
17, 2021, the Media Borough Council approved the 
development plan that eventually resulted in the 
decimation the 1.1‐ acre Centennial Woods.  Approval 
of the development plan passed by a 5‐2 vote. In 
voting for the plan, Borough Council granted a 
controversial waiver to the developer to advance the 
project as a combined “preliminary‐final” application 
that fast tracked the approval process. The five 
Council members who voted YES ignored the 
recommendation from both the Delaware County 
Planning Commission and our own Media Borough 
Planning Commission to deny the developer’s 
requested waiver to circumvent the prescribed review 
and approval process written in the Borough’s own 
land development ordinance. 

In early November of 2021, men with chainsaws 
from the Arader Tree Company moved into the 
Centennial Woods and began the systematic 
destruction of the micro‐forest, including cutting 

Fighting Hard to Save the Centennial Woods 
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Birthing the KMG Canopy Committee

The United States Forest Service, defines an “urban forest” 
as “as the network of trees that grow within a city, town,  
or a suburb…this ‘green infrastructure’ includes trees living 
in public parks and nature preserves, on public streets,  
and in privately owned yards, gardens, recreational facilities,  
and vacant lots.” According to the U.S. Forest Service, over 
141 million acres of America’s forests are located in our 
cities and towns. 

In 2021, several concerned KMG supporters stepped 
forward and urged our organization to focus attention on  
the health of the entire urban forest of Media. They were 
alarmed that the majestic pin oaks trees that had been 
planted on Media’s streets during the 20th century were 
dying and either being replaced with smaller trees or not 
being replaced at all. They were also troubled that Media 
Borough did not have a program in place to protect 
“heritage trees” growing on private property in the borough. 
Lastly, they felt that our borough lacked a cohesive plan for 
educating property owners about the value of and the 
specific skills required for planting and nurturing native, 
canopy trees in their own yards. 

So, KMG formed the “Canopy Committee” to advocate  
for preserving and expanding Media’s urban forest to 
become a model ecology‐based green infrastructure. KMG 
Canopy Committee members conducted research about  
best practices being implemented in other communities and 
began attending Media Shade Tree Commission meetings to 
learn more about our current practices. In the spring, we 
proposed the “Oak Tree Challenge” program to the Shade 
Tree Commission, encouraging them to commit to planting 
25 oak trees along our streets in order to begin restoring the 
street canopy with a keystone native species. While the STC 
gave lip service to the idea, in the end, they only planted 
three oak street trees and they declined KMG’s offer to hold 

community engagement meetings about  
the initiative. The STC did distribute 30 oak 
saplings to residents for planting on private 
property. 

After a year‐long engagement with the Media 
Shade Tree Commission, the members of the 
KMG Canopy Committee were convinced that 
Media Borough needs to update the borough’s 
shade tree ordinance, to develop a strategic 
plan that identifies specific best practices for 
preserving and expanding our town’s urban 
forest, and to increase funding for training 
current staff members and for hiring a 
profession forest manager with the expertise  
to implement the strategic plan.  
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Cleaning and Greening Media 

Keep Media Green understands that our mission to  
“defend open space and the natural environment” calls  
for diversified approaches, and sometimes an approach 
requires getting a little dirty and sweaty while working 
outdoors in our parks and on our streets. 

On April 24, 2021, KMG commemorated Earth Day 2021  
by mobilizing 125 volunteers from ages 7 to 77 to clean and 
green parks, streams, streets, and vacant lots throughout 
Media, while overflow volunteers were assigned to help in 
county parks. KMG collaborated with the Delaware County 
Parks & Recreation Department, Friends of Glen Providence 
Park, Media Borough Public Works Department, Penncrest 
High School, and Terra Donna Gardens in the community‐
wide clean and green effort. 

KMG recognizes that keeping our town “clean and green” 
demands more than an annual Earth Day mobilization. 
Throughout the year in 2021, a group of KMG supporters 
also participated in the “Adopt‐An‐Area/Street” Program. 
These civic‐minded individuals “adopted” a specific street  
or green space in Media and regularly picked up litter and 
removed debris from their assigned route/space. The 
“Adopt‐An‐Area/Street” Program is a partnership between 
KMG and the Media Borough Environmental Advisory 
Council.
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Shaping Media’s Open Space Action Plan

Organizing for Open Space Funding

After nearly two years of discussions, meetings, 
research, stakeholder interviews, and an online public 
opinion survey, Media Borough Council voted 7‐0 to 
adopt an Open Space, Parks, Recreation, and Bicycle 
Plan on November 18, 2021.   

The Council‐approved document includes a 
visionary Open Space Action Plan that recommends 
investing $3 to $10 million over the next three years 
for saving the approximately 23 acres of unprotected 
open space remaining in Media.  

Keep Media Green played an integral role in  
shaping Media’s new Open Space Action plan by 
seating several KMG supporters on the Plan’s Advisory 
Committee, informing and encouraging hundreds  
of Media residents to participate in the online public 
survey, and turning out dozens of supporters for 
several public meetings seeking input from residents 
on Open Space policy for Media. 

When Media Borough Council declined to purchase 
the 1.1‐acre Centennial Woods at 6th Street and 
Centennial Avenue, Brian Hall, the President of 
Borough Council, defended Council’s refusal to invest 
with a simple, self‐reinforcing argument. President 
Hall repeatedly restated the claim that “there was  
no money in the Borough’s budget” for acquiring and 
protecting the woods. 

To be fair, President Hall’s line of defense was 
accurate. In fact, Media Borough Council had NEVER 
had the foresight to budget for saving open, green 
space in our town. 

That changed on December 16, 2021, when 
Borough Council approved a Capital Budget for FY 
2022 that included a modest $150,000 for “Open 
Space Plan implementation.” While the budgeted 
amount was a tiny fraction of the “$3 to 10 million 

To read the full Media Open Space, Parks, Recreation, and Bicycle Plan, visit www.keepmediagreen.org.

“Acquiring and protecting open space” was the  
TOP priority selected by the nearly 800 respondents 
who completed the online public opinion survey. 

KMG supports the key recommendations of the 
Open Space Action Plan and looks forward to 
collaborating with Media Borough Council to 
implement those recommendations in 2022  
and beyond. 

investment over three years” recommended in the 
Open Space Action Plan, inclusion of that line item  
did represent an historic breakthrough.  

Throughout the fall months of 2021, dozens of  
Keep Media Green supporters attended meetings  
of the Media Borough Finance Committee and 
advocated for funding for open space acquisition. 
After decades of apathy and the absence of 
residents during the budget planning process,  
KMG supporters reversed that trend and made sure 
the voices of conservationists were heard.  

In the end, the Finance Committee did 
recommended a “down payment” of $150,000 for 
open space preservation that was ultimately 
approved unanimously by the full Borough Council. 
KMG views the line item in the FY 2022 Capital Budget 
as a first step on the journey to the $3 to 10 million 
investment recommended in the Open Space  
Action Plan. 
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the forum was conducted online to protect the  
health and safety of candidates and residents during 
the Covid‐19 pandemic. 

The forum generated a civil, productive exchange  
of ideas and solutions between all the participating 
candidates. It was a reassuring testament to the 
durability of democracy when both candidates and 
voters care about the quality of life a community that 
they love and value. 
 
 
A recording of the Forum can be viewed at 
www.keepmediagreen.org/post/candidates‐forum‐
on‐green‐space‐sustainable‐development, where 
there is also a Viewer’s Guide with topics and video 
time signatures. 

Thomas Jefferson understood that the health of any 
democracy is dependent upon well‐informed voters. 
Keep Media Green agrees with the Jeffersonian 
formula for sustaining a healthy democracy. 

That’s why KMG organized a nonpartisan Candidates 
Forum on Green Space Preservation and Sustainable 
Development and invited all the candidates for Media 
Borough Council and Mayor of Media to participate. 

On October 13, 2021, all eight candidates for Media 
Borough Council and both candidates for Mayor of 
Media joined an online forum where they had an 
opportunity to tell voters about themselves and to 
answer questions posed by a three‐person panel of 
Media residents. Stephanie Gaboriault, President  
of the nonpartisan Friends of Glen Providence Park, 
served as the moderator of the forum. Originally 
scheduled to be held in the Media Community Center, 

Educating Voters at a Local Candidates Forum

“Whenever the people are well-informed,  
they can be trusted with their own government.” 

                – Thomas Jefferson 
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The ideas, actions, and community organizing efforts 
of Keep Media Green attracted local and regional 
media attention in 2021. 

On February 22, 2021, the Delaware County Daily 
Times published a letter to the editor co‐authored by 
Terry Rumsey and Robin Lasersohn, Co‐Chairs  
of KMG, titled, “Regeneration is the key to Media’s 
future.” In the letter, Terry and Robin drew attention 
to the interrelated loss of affordable housing, class 
and racial diversity, and green space in Media during 
the previous decade while developers reaped huge 
profits building expensive luxury homes and 
apartments for the wealthy. The urgent message of 
the letter was a warning that the character and 
environment of “Everybody’s Hometown” was 
threatened and that we needed our elected officials 
to shift their policy priorities. 

On April 18, 2021, the Delaware County Daily  
Times published a news release and photographs 
from KMG titled, “Group rallies to preserve the 
Centennial Woods in Media.” The Times featured 
multiple photographs of more than 100 KMG 
supporters “surrounding the Centennial Woods with 
love” and then marching and rallying outside Borough 
Hall. 

On June 17, 2021, WHYY, the National Public Radio 
(NPR) affiliate in Philadelphia, publicized the work of 

KMG in the News

Organizing Residents via our Newsletter “The Green Crier”

KMG in a feature story that aired on the radio and  
was accompanied by an in‐depth article posted on  
the station’s website. The online article was titled, 
“Overdevelopment is threatening ‘Everybody’s 
Hometown,’ residents say.” KMG Board members 
 Julie Smith, Robin Lasersohn, and Terry Rumsey were 
interviewed and quoted extensively in the online 
article along with KMG supporters Tamara Graham, 
Carol Glover, and Rita Jordan‐Keller.  

Then on July 11, 2021, KMG received front‐page 
coverage in the Delaware County Daily Times with a 
full‐page photograph of supporters gathered at the 
development‐threatened Strine Tract at 300 East State 
Street and a banner headline proclaiming, “Media 
group works to preserve open space.” In the article, 
Julie Smith, a member of the KMG Board of Directors, 
articulated the frustration felt by many Media 
residents in one memorable quote, “It seems like the 
developers and the architects have all the pull and it 
doesn’t matter what residents say." 

Keep Media Green is firmly committed to keeping the residents of Media 
informed about the economic, environmental, and equity issues related  
to defending open space and the natural environment in our town. That’s 
why the KMG Board of Directors decided to produce a free newspaper  
and distribute it door‐to‐door on a seasonal basis in every neighborhood  
in the borough. A copy of the newspaper is also posted online at 
www.keepmediagreen.org/the ‐green‐crier. 

The Green Crier is the community newspaper of the conservation 
movement of Media.  

In 2021, KMG produced a spring and fall edition of The Green Crier. 
Volunteers distributed copies of both editions of the newspaper to 
approximately 2,000 households in Media and to households in some 
adjacent neighborhoods of Upper Providence. The production of The Green 
Crier was paid for by the generous contributions of KMG donors and 
through advertisements placed by supportive local businesses in the 
newspaper.  
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Rescheduling the Benefit Concert 
with John McCutcheon again.

The Benefit Concert with singer‐songwriter, John McCutcheon, originally 
scheduled for March of 2020, was initially rescheduled for November of 
2021 then postponed again due to the pandemic. The Concert is currently 
scheduled for Earth Day of 2022 – April 21st, and we’re hopeful that it will 
be safe to hold inside at the Media Community Center. The concert is 
technically sold out, but we will alert supporters if and when relinquished 
tickets become available.

On a few different occasions during 2021, a powerful 
Media elected official attempted to pit the movement 
for preserving open space against the movement for 
preserving affordable housing, while actually defending 
the interests of developers, whose only stake in our 
local land and housing is profit. 

Keep Media Green refuses to concede that the twin 
goals of preserving open space and affordable housing 
in Media are in competition. In fact, we passionately 
believe that the solution for preservation on both fronts 
is investing significant amounts of tax money so that 
local government and allied nonprofit organizations can 
robustly compete with profit‐driven developers for land 
and housing in Everybody’s Hometown.  

That’s why KMG invested nearly $1,000 of own  
funds to launch At Home in Media, Inc., a new nonprofit 
organization with a mission to preserve and expand 
affordable housing for low‐ and moderate‐income 
individuals and families in Media Borough and in 
neighboring South Media in Nether Providence 
Township.  

In 2021, KMG paid the advertising and filing fees  
for At Home in Media’s applications for PA Articles of 
Incorporation and federal tax‐exempt status that will 
allow the group to legally raise and disburse funds for 
affordable housing going forward. 

In working to preserve and expand affordable 
housing for low‐ and moderate‐income individuals 
and families in Media Borough and South Media,  
At Home in Media plans to: 

• Helps seniors and other low‐ and moderate‐
income homeowners make repairs and modifications 
to their houses so that they can afford to remain in 
Media. 

• Purchase and renovate housing for resale and/or 
rental to low‐ and moderate‐income individuals and 
families who would otherwise be unable to afford to 
live in Media. 

Partnering for Affordable Housing 
and Sustainable Development

“We’re excited to have taken the first step on a very long journey. We are extremely 
grateful for the seed money from Keep Media Green and the ongoing pro bono 
assistance from Regional Housing Legal Services.”

Tami Graham, President of At Home in Media, Inc., long‐time Media homeowner,  



11

Keep Media Green

Keep Media Green is an all‐volunteer, nonprofit organization that is funded through the generous financial gifts 
made by our supporters, by advertisements purchased by local businesses for placement in our community 
newspaper, and by the sale of merchandise that promotes our brand and messages. All financial donations made 
to KMG are tax deductible. 

 
 

Financing KMG
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Keep Media Green is an all‐volunteer nonprofit organization – no one gets paid to do the work, so when our 
supporters donate their time, money, skills, and spirit to the cause, we are donating these assets to ourselves – for 
the purpose of strengthening our community and our ecosystem. The board of Keep Media Green thanks each and 
every person who has contributed to our efforts in 2021 – the meeting‐goers, the check‐writers, the behind‐the‐
scenes‐doers, the cheerleaders, and the speak‐outers. Together we are Keeping Media Green! 

On December 21, 2021, more than  
60 KMG supporters gathered together 
outdoors on the beautiful property of Rick 
and Jane Sleutaris, located directly across 
from Glen Providence Park, to celebrate 
the Winter Solstice. Candles, electric lights, 
luminarias, and three campfires gave light 
amidst the darkness on the year’s longest 
night. Revelers enjoyed good food and 
drink, fine fellowship, and a brief program 
featuring poetry, prayer, singing, sharing, 
and group howling that connected people 
with the natural world and each other. 

Celebrating 
the Winter Solstice

Acres of Gratitude

Keep Media Green Board of Directors

info@keepmediagreen.org 
www.keepmediagreen.org 
www.facebook.com/KeepMediaGreen 
484.326.1370

KMG believes that movements that prioritize community 
and connection have the best chance of reaching their 
 full potential as agents of change.

Robin Lasersohn and Terry Rumsey, Co‐Chairs Abbie Wysor, Treasurer

Julie Smith Dennis Snyder

Jane Sleutaris, Secretary Will House


